
 

Council News 
 

2025 Roundup 
It has been a busy year for Saxilby with Ingleby Parish Council. Working 
with residents, volunteers, and local partners, the council has 
continued to care for community spaces, support local events, protect 
green areas, and plan positively for the future. This roundup shares 
some of the key things that have taken place over the year. 
 
Community facilities and amenities 
• Continued work towards securing a long-term lease for St Andrews 

Community Centre, following surveys and consultation which showed 
strong public support. 

• Invested in council buildings, including: 
o Refurbished upstairs men’s toilets at St Andrews 
o Improvements to Mill Lane changing rooms 
o Roofing and external works at Saxilby Waterfront Facilities, with 

further internal improvements planned 
• Secured a 25-year lease for the play 
area, skate park, and MUGA at Saxilby Public 
Recreation Ground, helping to protect facilities 
for future generations and support funding bids 
for the new MUGA. 
 
Green spaces and the street scene 

• Carried out improvements at Westcroft Green 
Space, including tree works, hedge reinstatement, path repairs, and tree 

planting to support wildlife. 
• Set up a Westcroft Green Working 
Group to help reinvigorate the area and secure. 
• Added planters and improved street 
furniture on Church Road to brighten the area 
and support pollinators. 
• Completed parish-wide tree 
management works, helping to keep public 

spaces safe while caring for the natural 
environment. 

 
Heritage, environment and wildlife 
• Continued work on the Saxilby Waterfront Masterplan, including volunteer 

days, heritage-led improvements and funding bids for lighting and 
interpretation boards. 

• Secured funding for an ecological biodiversity study, giving the council 
better information to guide future decisions. 

• Supported wildlife-friendly initiatives such as hedgehog highways, 
pollinator planting and changes to grass-cutting where appropriate. 

 
Employment, tourism and the local economy 
• Helped improve access to local jobs by supporting new footpath links 

between business parks and towards the village via the planning process. 
• Continued to invest in community events and 
Saxilby Waterfront, helping attract visitors, support 
local businesses, and build community spirit. 
• Celebrated success at St Andrews Community 
Centre, which has been shortlisted as Venue of the 
Year finalist at the Growth Community Awards. 
 



 

Health, wellbeing, and community life 
• Continued to support Welcome Hub sessions, working with SIGNS 

offering free, friendly spaces for people to meet throughout the year. 
• Operated the Library and Community Hub, providing access to services, 

activities, volunteering, and a study space. 
• Helped deliver a wide range of community events, including the Family 

Fun Day, VE and VJ Day commemorations, Remembrance Service, 
Advent Window Trail and Christmas activities. 

 
Planning and the Neighbourhood Development Plan 
• Completed a full review of the Neighbourhood Development Plan, 

shaped by community feedback and supported by heritage and 
environmental checks. 

• Progressed the Plan through consultation and independent examination, 
moving it closer to a parish referendum. 

• Responded to planning applications as a consultee, considering 
transport, infrastructure, local economy, and the character of the parish. 

 
Involving and listening to the community 
• Provided regular opportunities for residents to get involved, including 

coffee mornings, councillor meet-and-greet sessions and volunteering 
through groups such as Speed Watch and Waterfront working parties. 

• Heard your views through public consultations on Westcroft Green, the 
Neighbourhood Development Plan and Waterfront proposals. 

• Welcomed new councillors through election and co-option. 
• Requested formal bus stops on Mill Lane, which have been installed. 
 
Climate and biodiversity 
• Continued to consider climate and biodiversity in council decisions, 

including: 
o Wildlife-friendly planting 
o Reduced grass cutting in selected areas 

• Used ecological advice and evidence to help guide future projects and 
policies. 
 

   

The Council would like to thank all residents, volunteers, community 
groups and partners who have supported projects and events during 

2025. 

Special thanks are extended to Grounds Manager Paul Derry, who will 
be leaving his role after almost 19 years of dedicated service to the parish. 
Since joining the council team in April 2007, Paul has played a key role in 

caring for the parish’s verges, green spaces, sports areas, and public 
facilities, and his knowledge, pride in his work, and commitment to the 

village have been greatly valued by councillors, colleagues, and residents 
alike. 

Paul has been a familiar and trusted presence in the community for many 
years and will be greatly missed. The parish council wishes him every 

success and happiness in his next chapter. 


